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What’s in librarianship?

Dr Sasekea Harris/Contributor

HIS ARTICLE provides a
Tsimpliﬁed overview of what is
involved in librarianship for
the purpose of awareness. As such,
it begins with an uncomplicated
definition of librarianship,
illustrated by a matrix of typical
activities of the profession; broad
categories of practice and a non-
exhaustive list of specialisations for
librarians follow; the article ends
with a straightforward hierarchy
of the profession.
Librarianship is an
interdisciplinary profession centred
on using universal standards to
organise/record the literature of a
specific community, for the purpose
of posterity, access, management,
and use.

SOME BROAD CATEGORIES
OF PRACTICE FOR
LIBRARIANS INCLUDE:

* University/academic librarian:

development librarian

e Medical/health
librarian

* Science, technology,
engineering and
mathematics (STEM)
librarian

* Law librarian

» Humanities and social
sciences librarian

e Outreach and engagement
librarian

e Entrepreneurial/
intrapreneurial librarian

 Data manager/leader

« Library administrator/manager

* EDI engagement librarian

* Digital humanities librarian

e Children/youth/tween/adult
services librarian

* Research librarian

* Open scholarship librarian

* Reference librarian

 Genealogy services librarian

» Knowledge service manager

Assistant/Deputy Librarians

Librarians

Library Assistants

Library Clerical Assistants;
Library Clerks;
Ubrary Aldes/Attendants

Fig 2. Librarianship Hierarchy (Simplified)
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LIBRARIES HAVE been an enduring symbol of
knowledge preservation and dissemination, but the
landscape of these institutions is evolving rapidly.
In the digital age, libraries are embracing artificial
intelligence (AI) to enhance their services, streamline
operations, and offer an enriched user experience. This
transformation is a testament to the adaptability and
resilience of libraries, ensuring they remain relevant in
an ever-changing world.

One of the most significant applications of AI in
libraries is in cataloguing and data management.
Al-powered algorithms can efficiently categorise and
tag materials, making it easier for librarians and patrons
to locate resources. This reduces the burden on library
staff, allowing them to focus on more complex tasks
such as curating collections or providing personalised
assistance to patrons.

Al-driven recommendation systems have also become
invaluable tools. These systems analyse user preferences,
borrowing history, and reading patterns to offer tailored
suggestions, much like popular streaming services. For
librarians, this means offering a more personalised

evaluation & assessment
business administration

operations management
Propetty management

metadata standards
subject analysis and
assignment of subject
headings using cataloging

service, fostering engagement, and helping patrons
discover hidden gems within the library’s vast collection.
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clock. This not only enhances user satisfaction but also
enables librarians to dedicate more time to assisting

librarian: Community level
* National librarian: Country/

scheme
* abstracting & indexing
+ [CT: automation.

customer service
events planaing

change management
sustainable development

& information studies (LIS).

nationwide level
e Corporate/special librarian:

University librarians typically hold
a master’s degree in LIS.

social media managerment
puhblic relations
management

writing: minute taking, report
writing, proposal writing,
grant writing, editorial

manualdigital
preservation, web
development, digital

with research and complex information needs.
The integration of Al in libraries also extends to
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Within the aforementioned

Information Studies, The UWI,

outreach and engagement
scholarly communication

Digital Humanities (DET)
digital rights management

data to identify trends, usage patterns, and areas for
improvement. This data-driven decision-making
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¢ Systems librarian

* Online/web services librarian

* Digital resources librarian

e Acquisitions/collection
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Publication Working Party, Library &
Information Association of Jamaica.
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Table 1 What's in Librarianship (Simplified & Non-exhaustive)

and data-centric world. Librarians, as the gatekeepers
of knowledge, play a pivotal role in harnessing the
potential of AI to create the libraries of the future.
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Transforming Lives, Empowering Communities!

The Role of GLAM/Rs in Critical Thinking:
from Ancient Scrolls (AS) to Artificial

DIGITAL LIBRARY SERVICES

® Print Resources ® Loan & Reservation of Materials
® E-Books & Journals @ Locker Rental
® Databases ® Self Check Machine '
® Seminar Rooms ® Virtual Reference & Research
® Videos & DVDs ® Thesis Consultation
[ )
® Computer Workstations ® Photography, Video Recording - E-books
& Graphic Design
24/7 READING ROOM ® Loan of Tablets - Audiobooks RESEARCH DATABASE

- Online Catalogue
- E-Membership

VISIT A LIBRARY NEAR YOU

MONDAY - THURSDAY

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

PUBLIC

LIBRARY

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

LIBI;ARY
INFORMATION
WEEK 2023

OCTOBER 29 - NOVEMBER 3

Intelligence

- Reference, Research, Information
Service and Lectures

- Service to Special Users

- Career Awareness Development
Programmes

- Reading and Literacy Support

EDUCATION

- Exhibitions
- Panel Discussions
- Presentations

CURRENT
AWARENESS

- Professional and Technical
Advice

- Teacher-Librarians’ Training

DEVELOPMENT

EBSCOhost

EBSCO OFFERS:

- RELIABLE AND AUTHENTIC INFORMATION
- PEER REVIEWED JOURNALS

- E-BOOKS AND MORE

BECOME A LIBRARY MEMBER

to access EBSCO remotely

@ https://catalogue.jls.gov.jm

FRIDAY SATURDAY

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

@https://www.jls.gov.jm

®

@jlsempoweringjamaica

jamaicalibraryservicebrand

@jamLibService

jamaicalibraryservice




